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      Now, more than ever, the western world is calling on the philosophy of Jainism to help it understand and solve its prob�lems. The issues of today are far ranging: environment, health, addiction, war, passion, and the relentless search for happiness. Life has become complicated and complex, but the solution remains simple and clear.



      The beauty of Jainism is its simplicity. To live a Jain way of life, one need understand one and only one concept AHIMSA or non�violence. Every principle, every teaching, every belief, and every discipline evolves around this concept. Jains are debicated towards controlling man's basic instincts for violence against not fellow men, but also against animals, plants, and all living organisms.



      Jainism will continue to prosper. Its foundations are being strengthened everyday as modern science, medicine, and ecology are arriving at the same conclusions the Jains have understood and practiced for centuries.



       ECOLOGICAL HARMONY



      The Jains are true environmentalists. They promote coopera�tion between man and animal. Mahavira, had stated, "One who neglects or disregards the existence of earth, air, fire, water, and vegetation disregards his own existence which is intermingled with them..." In short, we can self�destruct or carry on. But we will not live as a species if we fail to co�exist harmoniously with all creatures sharing this island with us.



      We have it in our power to drag down all other species by means of perverted karms, or to stop bothering them, killing them, and driving them to extinction from sheer butchery to the more subtle appropriations of whole ecosystems. With our own souls utterly dependent upon the life around us (which we alone are wiping out � forever! � at the current rate of several spe�cies per day), the western world is suddenly in the midst of hysteria. Take heed for the future, the Jain way of life offers universal salvation that strikes the heart of ecological science.



       THE OWN NATURE OF THINGS



      Jainism is not about fairy tales or returning to simplici�ty. It is about safeguarding our roots, becoming adults, acting responsibly. Jains expect much more from human beings than con�venient, easy slaughter. Strikingly, Jains do not worship nature, nor harbor any romance of the wilderness, and thus are not led astray by the simplistic picture of man in nature that has fueled so much western, and oriental mysticism. In fact, Jainism is the only religion that has no god, no idolatry, no worship of any kind. Worship, they insist, invites the arrogance of power,tyran�ny, and exploitation.

       The Jains have replaced the notion of god, with "the own nature of things" (vastu�sva�bhava�dharmah). Perhaps this is the secret to their idealism: god has never let them down, has never wavered. Jains are accountable to nature, and thus to themselves, to their families, their communities, and to the vast numbers of organisms that share this planet with them.



      Jains are not merely unique in their treatment of animals and the environment. For this is the only large�scale force in Indian society that never accepted the caste system. Furthermore, the Jains have never contributed to any inequality between the sexes. This is certainly a very modern idea for such an ancient religion.



       FEW MINUTES OF PASSION



      Jainism is not about miracles, or heroism, but practical solutions. The first solution takes place in an individual's soul, which is the largest of battlefields. The fiercest of battles are waged when the individual occasionally craves the taste of a hamburger. Since there is no law preventing it, and nobody is looking over his shoulder, the can afford to ignore his conscience for the few minutes it takes to devour a fast�food lunch. Jain's have analyzed those "few minutes" and would out various meditations and disciplines to avoid such temptation, the same way that "Alcoholics Anonymous," or vasrious drug rehabili�tation centers have sought to assist those addicted to harmful toxins. Killing, directly or indirectly, is the worst of toxins. Not only does it kill a living being, but it inflicts enormous damage on one's own soul, which which according to Jainism, is the quintessence of all life.



      Two minutes of unthinking, unfeeling behavior are exercised in the eating of a hamburger, the casting of a fishing line, or more subtly, the the habit of taking one's children to a circus to view animals who in have been reduced to insanity and pain. Two minutes of our own insanity are displayed in the breeding of captive animals who were meant to be free, or worse � in the abandoning of those pets to certain death; in the reining, or worse, the racing of horses; the killing of bugs in a frenzu of vindictiveness, as opposed to more patiently removing them with�out injury. Everything comes down to the collaboration of atroci�ty, whether mindful or not, carried out by humans, and committed against other living creatures around the job, on the farm, the ranch, in the street, at the grocery store, in one's financial investments, and so on.



       NEED FOR SELF�CONTROL



     It is against this "two�minute" syndrome  of human aggres�sion that jainism has arisen. In the true discipline of ahimsa,Jjinism  could not be practiced without the principle of "sanyam"or self�control. Sanyam means proper control of action ,sppech,and thoughts.linked with sanyam is the ever proper search for happiness in modern life. Everone of us is ultimately working to achive contyentment , satisfaction , pleaser , comfort ,�happiness. Without efficient  implementation of sanyam ,happyness would not be possible for the individual.



      Happyness lies with in us .We deprive ourselves of happi�ness by short�selling ourselves to our desires,worries, thoughts, and impulses.only we look beyond thease emphemeral  distractions �only when we control our mind..will we able to attain happiness.



      To see his life as he might make it.man must go up alone into the mountains of spiritual thought as Mahavira went alone into the forest leaving the world to get strength to live in the world. To control and direct one's self is freedom. It is then when we are truly  free from the forces outside ourselves.Jains have well anticipated the pressures and stresses of modern life.



       PRAGMATIC RESTRAINS



      Because human beings are careless ,athere is hierarchy of consecration,born of the pragmatic,throughout Jainism.It is, therefor,less karmically heinous to kill an ant accidently,than it is to commit a premeditated murder.Eating meat.Seeds propa�gatelife,therefor the consumption of certain high seed�bearing fruits isunnecessarily destructive,since eating one fruit de�stroys many. 



       There are eight 'mulagunas', or basic restraints, which include renunciation of all meat,alcohol, honey,and figs;there are the restriction with respect to enjoyment,activity,fasting, charity,and meditation.Why alcohol, one might ask? Simply becaue intoxication leads to passion,exerts malevolent effects on a persons health ,thinking and behaviour; and � through the act of fermentation �leads to the deaths of countless orgaisms.Why honey? Other myriads of micro�organism are destroyed when honey is pressed out of the comb. With respect to figs and many other fruits,there are innumerable life�bearing seeds that go to waste, which could otherwise have served to propagate creation. Extend�ing from thislogic, or vow , are other restrications with respect to luxury items , nearly all cosmetics,fancy soaps,oil and un�guenst among them.



    If full comprehension of the logic behind thease principles is  achieved ,the individual will neither hesitate nor lack the will power and control to incorporate such restraints into daily practice.A quick analysis  of western culture,habits,and problems            coupled with practical restraints will make it obvious that Jains      practices offer solutions via simple sacrifice.



   JAINISM IN MODERN TIMES



      Jaina have modeled themselves after a vision of nature that favours peace and love over hatred, and they have envisioned�indeed,realized�a major world religion whose guiding principle is this heartfelt aspiration.Many argue that all religions�or cer�tainly most of them�are about love.So what is special about Jain�ism departs from this theoretical norm in one striking,and perti�nent manner:it has never deviated from it so riginal  pledge. Jains,occupying less than one percent of the Indian popula�tions,have remarkably made a modern success story out of ancient religious beliefs.This was possible partially because they come from prosperous,well educated and respected backgrounds, capable�of sustaining  the sprit of Jainism throughout the world. Those  whose heart felt the purity that comes from a non�violent life�style will foster change,in the efforts the promote the Jaina message.      



    We read that animals in Alaska have been deliberately killed in order to bolster the government's case against the oil compa�ny.We know of events and distraught individuals in the Middle East that unleashed the worst oil spill in human history,killing millions, perhaps billions of defenceless organism. Such events provoke a syndroem of guilt and passive implication. We can not undo the tragedies or sever the links which bound us to our automobiles but we can do penance in a number of ways:writing a letter,singing a petition,placing a strategic phone call,volun�teering in a clean�up operation,giving a donation,getting politi�cally involved,voting.This is where Jainism begins.



The Jains are spreading compassion various mediums,some of which use interference and a less strict form of ahimsa. The peace cprps,peace�keeping forces, World Health Organizations, the Red Cross, Amnesty international, Green Peace, People of Ethical Treatment of Animals, Earth First!, Green parties, The World Wide Life Fund, The Nature Conservancy, are some of the organizations that share a partial common ground with Jain beliefs.Through these political movements and volunteer groups one may be volun�teer groups one may be able to save an animal, preserve a commu�nity, or spare an entire ecosystem. The Jains have 'quietly' infiltrated politics with in India,by placing judges in supreme positions,by enacting animal legislation in various state govern�ments, and by serving on many levels to help resolve national conflicts. Jains are in the same in North America.



    Jainism isrevolutionary, presuasively capitalistic,incredibly  successful.Its success is undoubtedly a result of its gentleness. With its only tool being non�violence and self�control, it carves a path toward happiness of the soul. I would like to belive, and hope that there is a little bit of the Jain in everybody.



     WE MUST UNDERSTAND AND BE TRULY CONVINCED OF HOW AN ANCIENT, SEEMINGLY UNCOMPLITED ETHICAL POSITION CAN CONTINUE TO FLOURISM IN A MORE COMPLEX MODERNITY IN ORDER TO CONTINUE THE JAIN PRAC�TICES IN NORTH AMERICA.  



     As Jain's, we have one thing to accomplish in this genera�tion: not our pleasure, but the pleasure of the world. We will not sleep until every creature can sleep peacefully. We will not eat before all creatures partake in nourishment.We will not abide a single instance of cruelty. We can not vouchsafe the lunacy, under any name or guise,which hails the abuse of this earth and all her goodness.Without extending the hand of freedom to every organism, there is no solace, there can be no moment's respite.
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By - Saurabh Dalal (Lentam MD) Group II College age  
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    The air remains still only so long. The winds of "change" appear in our midst. They take the form of grass roots movements for restoring the health and harmony of our planet, voices for social and economic reform, a new political administration using that nebulous term "change" in its forefront and sometimes as simply as an increased awareness of and within ourselves. We do live in uneasy, unclear, and troubled times. The world is so complex; the interactions we have with other people, animals and other non�human creatures, and the enviornment is even more convoluted when we are unsure of our own, personal nature and beliefs. "Non�violence is the greatest force at the disposal of mankind. It is mightier than the mightiest weapon of destruction devised by the ingenuity of man." I find these words by Mahatma Gandhi to be filled with such potency and clarity echoing the essence of Jainism. The beauty of our tradition lies not only in its intergrity but in its sheer simplycity and timelessness. Whatever the uncertainties looming in the background, they can also be looked upon as continuous challenges. With the immense opportunities ahead of us. I would like to explore the future of Jainism as it relates to the promotion of Ahimsa in the West.



    Most Jains in the USA have arrived within the past 25 years. In this relatively short period of time, our community, now perhaps approaching forty thousand, has become quite prominent in many areas of business and various professional vocations. The younger generation has demonstrated similar successes academical�ly and culturally. We have made a thorough "tour" of our adopted land, examining its intricate workings. Without becoming inti�mately rooted in the events and activities here, the opportuni�ties have still been great, the rewards good, and the standard of living high. The time has come to cast aside our newcomer status and way of thinking; we must weave ourselves into the "web of life," furthering non�violent philosophy and practice especially to the harsh realities around us. If we hope to promote our fundamental principle of Ahimsa, we must interact with similar�minded Western groups and organizations in order to make signifi�cant impact.



    In the area of animal rights here, a substantial number of companies, over 100 in 1992, have declared themselves and their products cruelty free. However, many wondrous creatures will continue to suffer and be killed by many needless experiments from those who not yet come clean from these brutal practices. Over the past three years, fur sales are down an amazing  50%. Although this is great news, over two and a half million minks and millions of other animals will die this year alone because US furriers continue to operate.1 For the first time in US history, police raided a factory farm charging the company with "torture and torment" of animals. Sadly enough, the district attorney was pressured into withdrawing the charges due to agricultural spe�cial interest groups. Although progress has been made. Jains can take little for it. The influential groups and significant num�bers of truly committed people who have worked diligently to oppose those who profit from exploiting and abusing animals need our support. Some encouragement has been offered by President Bill Clinton who has expressed support for alternatives to animal testing. Vice Prisedent Al Gore, known to be somewhat of an environmentalist, has firmly spoken out against the most horrible of tests on animals. Many have urged First Lady Hilary Clinton to follow the lead set by Princess Diana in speaking out on this issue and using cruelty�free cosmetic products. Only time will tell if the new generation of political figures will effect real change. Unfortunately, we don't have time to wait around for them alone.



    Even Hollywood has had its possitive moments for the animals. Last year's hit movie "Lethal Weapon 3"contained pro�animal messages surrounding Mel Gibson due to the sentiment of producer/director Richard Donner. Actress Candie Bergen, a strong supporter of animal rights groups, carried a pro�animal rights coffee mug on several episodes of the her Emmy�winning television show "Murphy Brown." Just a few of the famous vegetarian celebri�ties include Michael Jackson, Darryl Hannah, Phil Collins, Lind�say Wagner, Annie Lennox and those that additionally speak out against cruelty to animals include Linda and Paul McCartney, Rue McClanahan, k.d.Lang, Casey Kasem, William Shatner, the Thompson Twins, Howard Jones..... The work continues and the message could get even stronger if we get more involved.



     The meat industry and animal agriculture in general is devastating our environment. Millions of acres of wildlife habi�tat forestland are being cleared and converted to grazing land and crop growing areas for animals. Instead of feeding a greater number of human directly, the crops are fed to animals instead whose populations are kept artificially high by breeders. In the US, cattle and other livestock are grazed on about 29% of the landmass and consume over 70% of all grain produced here requir�ing an even greater percentage of our other agricultural re�sources.2  The soil of such land is laden with fertilizers, pesticides, organic material, etc. and easily erodes, several million acres each year. Rain water crries this polluted material into our lakes and stresms where this type of water pollution accounts for more than all other human activity combined. With these wasteful techniques employed in underdeveloped countries where tropical rain forests are wiped out even more dramatically, one can only imagine the effects on a global scale. This explains why many people weren't too pleased with the results of the Earth Summit last year in Rio: participants discussed protecting the environment all�the�while feasting on their meat�centered meals and neglecting vegetarianism as one unifying solution. For exasm�ple, when grain is fed to livestock and then the flesh is, in turn, consumed by humans, 90 % of the protein, 96 % of the calo�ries, and 100 % of the fiber and carbohydrates is lost on aver�age. Similarly, it takes 16 pounds of grain to yield one pound of beef.3 We, as a community, could bring to light the high ineffi�ciency of the meat�based diet and the true price which is being paid for this disregard and extravagance. 

   According to a recent poll, 12 million Americans consider themselves vegetarisns.4 Because some people who eat fishand poultry consider themselves so, the number of true vegetarins is difficult to pinpoint. Many Jains pride themselves on being lacto�vegetarians(those who eat no meat, fish, or poultry but do eat dairy products). To take slight issue with this and several articles found in Jain publications over the past couple of years, I'll ask, aren't dairy products and honey animal products? They are strictly of animal origin and would always involve some harm to the animal....unless creative alternatives like soy milk or plantbased honey�like sweeteners are sought. "We're not kill�ing the animals when we take their milk or extract honey" many would say in response to questions on why we continue to consume such foods. Yes, but do we know the whole, gruesome story of how things in today's "factory farms? Are we opposed to certain practices only because animals are killed in the process or is the tremendous suffering they experience while alive also an important consideration? Is the confinement, crowding, forced feeding of antibiotics, harmones, and byproducts, the multila�tion, deprivation, and other horrors that cows endure while in "factory farm" dairies acceptable to those of us who consider ourselves compassionate and non�violent? Given the physical and intellectual capacity, do humans also have the moral right and justification to dominate other species, to dictate their exist�ence, and aftifically control their numbers as we have been doing for our personal gain? Can we continue to support industries proven to be cruel like dairy farms that are directly linked with other industries which we are completely against i.e. the beef and veal producers? Can we then, open ourselves to considering and subsequently adopting the less violent, more wholesome, vegan diet (non consuming any animal products whatsover), refusing to support abusers and exploiters of animals? As a Jain, I think the answers are clear especially when large numbers of well�respected and prominent medical doctors, nutritionists/dietitians, and health professionals firmly believe that animal products of any sorts are not required for an individual to be completely healthy.



    If the known resourcefulness, inner strength and resolve of Jains could be channeled in the directions of more complete vegetarianism, human and animal rights, and environmentalism, so much more could be done to right the wrongs which take place everyday in our society. One of the most important steps we must take is to learn more and become better informed. By using cruel�ty�free products, by refraining from using silk, fur, leather, down, wool and the like which unquestionably come from animal suffering, and by changing to the vegan diet, we can put our philosophy into direct practice and set a more positive example. If the effects of every one percent reduction in national meat consumption could be realized, the prevention of 80 million animals from abuse slaughter would result. This exceeds that of all animals brutalized in research and testing.5 Organization of tabling and information distribution events, letter writing campaigns to public officials, letters to the editor in local and national papers, voicing views in other media forms, peaceful demonstrations, and assisting local groups are additional activi�ties with which we can become involved and spread the message. Annual grassroots campaigns like World Vegetarian Day (October 1), the Great American Meatout (March 20), World Farm Animals Day (October 2), World Laboratory Animals Day (April 24), Earth Day (April 22) and, of course, Ahimsa Day (October 4) can be support�ed to a greater extent by all of us. Individuals must find what�ever is right for themselves and then act on their true feelings. Until that happens, we are well aware of what will continue. So much can be accomplished if we work together. Jai Jinendra and Jai Ahimsa!
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The Future of Jainism in the West



By - Avani Doshi (Troy MI) Group II College age  

Jaina Convention - Pittsburg 1993.



       "The world is too much with us, late and soon,

       Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers;

              Little we see in Nature that is ours;

       We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon."



                                       �Wordsworth 



    Sad to say, Wordsworth could just as well have been writing about the bleak future of Jainism in the West. In modern times, a large majority of Jain youth are quickly losing a grasp of their Indian culture and religion. The causes of this decline in reli�gious faith can be traced back to both Western culture and the Western style of education. Many youth are worried by the outdat�ed and ascetic ideals that are presented to us by the form of Jainism that our parents practice. We may find it hard to ex�press, yet we sense that modern life in "America' calls for the development of the personality rather than the negation, or restrictions that Jainism ordains. (Stevenson, 289) Even for those who are eager to learn about Jainism, there is a cultural gap that poses a problem. The language difference seems to pre�vent a further pursuit of knowledge. To add to this confusion, the Western education system teaches a vast domain of advanced scientific and technological methods. Through this, "....We have secured confident control over nature. But we have lost the man." (Bhanawat, 44)



    We are taught only to accept those things that are irrefuta�ble and based on solid evidence. An idea or belief that has no factual base remains a mere hypothesis. Only when repeated exper�imentation proves the hypothesis beyond question can it become a scientific theory, worthy of respect and belief. If we look for the same process in religion, how do we set up an experiment to prove religion? We cannot subject philosophical and ancient beliefs to chemical and phycical tests. To a certain extent, we have to learn to trust. We can confidently cross a street and trust that the cars will stop at the stop sign. We trust that the food we eat at restaurants meets government standards. If we so readily believe in things such as the government or an absolute stranger, why do we doubt our personal heritage and ancestors?



    However, the scientific facts that we so easily accept are also prsent in Jain scriptures and literature. We only have to realize this to go a great way in preserving the future of Jain�ism. Our religion is built on facts, and in a more modern sense, can be called a "scientific religion". The Jain youth of the West need to see that their present beliefs do not conflict with Jain scriptures, but rather are merely the ideas in a different con�text.



    Science and Jainism today agaree on the foremost principle of non�violence and vegetarianism. Thousands of years ago, Jain monks stated that non�violence was the way to Moksha. Meat was forbidden due to the harm and suffering caused to the animal. Today, though for different reasons, science has also advocated that eating meat leads to heart disease an other related dis�eases. 



    In another example, Jainism and the science of logic also agree. Anekantavada, the belief that one idea or object possesses many aspects, is one of the main teachings of Jainism. One man can be father and still be a son. To his young nephew, he is an uncle. He can yet be a neighbor and friend and a co�worker. One man has so many aspects. This Jain view comes extremely close to modern logic's viewpoint that Reality is multi�faceted. Logic emphasizes the multiple sides of truth. Again Jainism and modern thought agree on "intellectual tolerance" as the path to truth and Reality. (Bhanawat, 46)



    As shown above, Jainsim definately has a place within the Western realm of science and technology. We only have to open our minds and relize that our religion is not based on blind faith. There is a reason, a fact, or some form or evidence behind every doctrine of Jainism. It is up to the individual to perceive these similarities.



    Nothing should be assumed and velieved without personal investigation. The same applies to relition. It is generally true that the religion we are born into is the one which is adopted and followed. That is of course, until we mature and develop a better understanding. The mind begins to ask questions, conflicts with external ideas arise, and we seek answers to out doubts. Who is God? Should I blindly have faith in all that my parents tell me? All these questions surface. To get the answers, we can do only one thing. We should gain knowledge of our history and then from that, select what we understand and live life with that. To erase the doubts that are seemingly more and more prevelent in the West, the Jain youth have to first acquire the desire to gain knowledge. (Warren, 2)



    Many say that english translations of Jain scriptures do not exist. This supposition has no basis whatsoever. College and university libraries have shelves and shelves of books on Jain�ism, both in Hindi and English. I was astonished to find that the University of Michigan libraries have 593 entries on Jainism...in books! In addition to those, there must be hundreds of periodi�cals, newspaper articles, and essays on Jainism. Everywhere, libraries are there for those who are resourceful enough to look. Knowledge exists, but it will not come to those who sit back an wait. We must seek it ourselves.



    As for the discrepancy between the way of living in the West as opposed to the way that is shown in Jainism, timely changes need to be made. To live both ways of life requires a reinterpre�tation of the strict rules and outdated practices. For example, it was taught by our ancestors not to eat late at night. Today, however, with parents working and daily activities extending int the late evening, it is not possible to eat early. In addition, health standards are safer here than they were hundreds of years ago and hence, it seems acceptable that we eat late at night. Another example refers to the practice of boiling water before drinking it. Here, there is no need for that. The sanitation department already purifies it before we get it in our homes. Other practices such as these are no longer practical to this day and age.



    Our time may be of utmost important to us, but we still should give some of it to religious activities. Perhaps praying and singing in a temple does not appeal to us. Yet, we can still spend our time doing other activities which make more sense to us. May be doing charity or volunteer work would attract some. Others could teach younger children about our culture. Many activities a can take the place of what we think of as impracti�cal practices.



    Jainism has come to the West in bits and pieces. The job for the future is to gather these pieces and sort through them selec�tively. Taking what makes sense and using what applies to our societty, the Jain youth can still hold onto their roots. A little understanding, a personal quest for knowledge, and some timely changes can keep jainism strong in the West.
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FUTURE OF JAINISM IN THE WEST 



By - Sumit Vora (Seven Hills OH) Group II College age  

Jaina Convention - Pittsburg 1993.





         The religion propunded by lord Jina is called Jainism. The follower of the teaching of lord Jina, also known as Arihant, Jitendra, is called a Jain. Lord Jina is the one who has conqured himself that means he has vanquished the enemies of the self, which are delusion, attachment, and aversion. He has mastered all the five senses which are the causes of pleasures and pains and has total control over his mind. He has subjugated all four passions of anger, greed, pride, and deception. He is the one, who has discovered the seven essential principles of the universe called seven Tattvas by self�effort, and self�help which are Jiva(soul), Ajiva(Non�soul), Asrava(Influx of karma), Bandha(Bondage of karma), Sthavara(Stoppage if karma), Nirjara(Shedding of karma), and Moksha(Karmaless state), and he also has achieved the ultimate liberation of his own soul. Lord Jina is also a Teerthankara, that means one who has kindly, benevolently, compassionately, and voluntarily given the same ultimate knowledge of truth of our universe to the humanity, and all the other souls of the universe. Lord Jina is the one who has established Teerth or ford others to be able to achive the same feat of ultimate libearation that he achieved.



   Jainism an eternal religion that exists with the eternal universe of ours, and is fundamentally the turth as prevails in this universe. Jainism unequivocally narrates the interactions, and the consequences of such interactions between a soul, and non�souls. Our true self or soul is what is within us non�perceptible by our senses, or by other engineering or scientific means.



      The Jainism presents the truth, absolute, as well as relative, as it prevails in our vast universe of unfathomable dimen�sions. Whether human being exists, or not, religion exists, or not, the truth never vanishes, and hence, Jainism is an eternal, permanent, always present religion(Ref.1). Jainism preaches Purushartha, that is the selfefforts, and self�help to achieve the desired spiritual goals, and ultimate moksha versus depend�ence on devotion to certain supreme entity called God.



      In the west the concept of God is the one who is the crea�tor, maintainor, and caretaker of the universe. He is perceived as the one with magical powers of miracles, healing, curing, favoring, punishing, destroying or creating. There is only one supreme entity who must be awed, respected and submitted.



      Jainism perceives God as the one who has omni�perception, omniknowledge, infinite power, infinite bliss, one who exists within our universe, and still remains detached from the uni�verse. Such God is called Siddha or a soul which has achieved karma free state of the soul for infinite time to come. Such Gods are innumerable. The goal of every soul who is not Siddha is to achieve siddhahood or become such God.

 

      The west has come to accept the existence of religions which are Godless per their common concept of God. Buddhism and Jainism are such religions(Ref.2). Those who seek quick results, and short cuts of making gains by supposedly pleasing someone, those who want to believe in miracles and magic, Jainism will be difficult for them to swallow.



     Fundamenta lemphasis  of  jainism  is  on Non�violence in one's thought,  speech , and action and also Vegetarianism.Twen�ty�forth and the last Jina or     Teerthankar of Jainism lord Mahavira,laid down Ahimsa(Non�violence), Satya(Truth), Achaurya(Non�stealing), Aparigrah(Non�possessiveness), Brahmacha�rya(Celibacy) as five categerious of conduct, for a jain follow�er. Jainism presented the origional,unique,and marvelous theories of Anekantvada(Multiple view pointa theory), and Syadavada(Theory of relativity) to the human race(ref.3).    



      Give above introduction of the Jainism one can now condider the future of Jainism in the present environment and trends of our world. The future of Jainism depends on many factors. The Jainism certainly has has most rationale philosophy compared with any other relision in the world. Jainsm is considered somewhat stricter relision in practice.



     Jainism is the religion which can certainly appeal to a reasoning man.To have a promising future what we Jains in America do today will determine its future.The burden of leadership squarely lives on the shoulders of Jain Americans for the pros�perous future of Jainism in the west.



      Most of the Jains in america today have come froma India, and with them they brought their in valuable inheritance of uniquely supreme religion. Jains now have to share , and disburse this precious this precious treasure of their knowledge in the west in west in the west in a manner acceptable to the society of different race and culture.



        First, the resources of Jains in the westetn world and particularly in America need to reviewed. Jains are a progressive community. Every major city in America one or other Jain communi�ty organization colloquially called Jain Jain society with Jain religious activities. Jains as usual have been in forefront amongst  the prifessionals, and business groups with upper level  of social  and finiancial status. Jains in America have a nation�al level organization called JAINA which is a federation of the Jain Associatons in North America.Jains have temples in several major cities of America. At least three Jain new papers  which are Jina Digest, Jain times , and Jian study Circular are pub�lished regularly in America with religious and social news. Jains are published regularly in America with religious and social news. Jains are knows to have built their realations with politi�cians , influential people , and businessmen in America. Jains regularly invite monks , and  religious scholars from India to educate those of us who live in America. There are writting, seaking, swadhyaya(self and group study), and comping activities. There are Jain meetings, conferences, and conventions at national level. Jains are definitely anxious to pass on their religion and its values to the next generation of their childern.The activi�ties of Jains in America undoubtedly shows good groundwork to built on for a super structer of Jainism  in America.



      When we view  the progress of any religion , we see that it must have  the rules , and dedication of the believers and fol�lowers for  it  to flourish. We live on a continent by Christian�ity. Though, the democracy of America positively demonstrates a good deal of tolerance to other religions. Throughout  its histo�ry Jains has never paused intimidation or threat to other reli�gions since ,it never believed in force or violence to promote religion. It always believed in human rationality, and right  judgment of an individual. It has always experienced welcome from other religions as the denomination  that can coexist peacefully.



         What Jains in America should do next is to open the doors of its religion and social environment to others in this country. Why it is possible for Jains to go freely in churches , or temples of other religions but others experence uneasiness in coming to Jain functions? Jainism will have to change with time in such a manner that fundamental principles do not change but what changes  is the rigors of religions with which one can pursue the faith.



       One who demonstrates the practices of religion himself or her self, and selfless in the persuasion of religion of religion, tend to win the trust of the faith seekers. Such persions are maharaj(monks), and mahasatiji(nuns) properly ordained by the religious order of Jain Snag. Such persons have voluntarily renounced the world, and gone through the rigorous process of adopting an aloof life in search of nirvana or ultimate freedom. Jains in America will have to invite , and make arrangements for their permanent residence, subsistence, travel, and other neces�sities of life. They should be stationed in big cities where the audience is larger , and finance to support is bigger. Accom�plished maharaj often times have phenomenal imprassive mental power in support of what they preach.



      Another task for Jains is to establish network of Jain libraries , and surces where one can achive the information, awareness, knowledge , and education of Jainism through the most modern and technical means. The copies of scriptures, books on Jainism , Jain literatures, Jain magazines, audio and tapes, and other such religious repertoire should be brought from Indian , be it in Indian languages or English. Together with putting it in Jain libraries, arrangements should be made to put them into libraries in America , in homes of Jains , and also in homes of those who would explore Jainism as faith.   



        Monument and temples building activities should increase. Glamorous temples religious processes and functions will attract and give exposure of Jainism to the western people , and hence help towards education of the west. The guidelines to built temples and monuments should be developed based on our history in India which made Jains so world famous for their architectural work. The glaring examples are Delwara at Mt.Abu, and mountain top carving of the statute of Bahubali in Sravana�bel�gola in India , both of which I have visited with my parents. The lasting establishments which thease temples and monuments create, will not only help religion but also the Jain social enviroment in America.



      Another step Jains should take is to help develop the Jain religious scholars right here in America. Help prefer Jain chol�ars from amongst us by encouragements,and opportunities. We should also help those in India,who are religiously erudite,to migrate to west, and help them settle in America. Offer scholar�ship, fellowship, and research funds in America universities for Jain studies. 



      Ther is enough work for Jains to do in near future. Jains have been diligent and religiously generous people.The work ahead demands dedication, cooperation, and coordination of Jain commu�nities in America. Jains can surely achive it, and so the future of Jainism in surely promising, and bright.
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THE FUTURE OF JAINISM IN WEST 

                     

By - Mibhali Mehta (Irvine CA) Group II College age  

Jaina Convention - Pittsburg 1993.





     "Mom, where is my purple chunedal?' Sonia shouts as she frantically gets ready. It is the third Sunday of the month, the day of the jain centre meeting.



      "Never mind, I found it," Sonia says. She is getting ready as she always does. I Sonia enjoys thease meetings because she gets to see her friends with whom she does not always keep in touch with because everyone lives so far away.she can not imagine missing a meeting or change to meet with her friends.

 

      Once they get to meeting,Sonia quickly goes to pray. after�wards,she searches her friends and says hello to the aunties and uncles she passes on the way. Some of them speak to her in Guja�rati and she answers them as best she can. Although her grammer is not perfect, she is always practicing with people here and there.'



      This is the type of scenario that is making parents frantic and afraid that their culture and religion will not be passed down for the future  generations  to  enjoy.  People see the above situation as something negative, some thing that shows hopelessness. Ifeel that it is  quite  the  contrary .  There is much evidence that the future of jainism is not at stake in the west.

    

      Adults of today are worried that the new generations will not continue  the  traditions  of  jainism  because  there is an overwhelming lack of interest. many parents respond to this by forcing rituals without explanation or under standing on their children. what some parents do not realise is that jainism is  already embedded with in our lives whether we have an interest or not.



      Jainism is more than a relision. It is a philosophy and a way of life. it is difficult to establish where the religion ends and the culture begins. "The set of principles that guide the the Jains in their daily conduct are specifically related to their religious doctrines...they touch on every department of life." 1 Jainism permeates the very essence of our being. our attitudes, opinions, and choices are molded by the doctrines of Jainism.





      Growing up in the united states as as a jain is a challenge in and of itself. Everyday we are faced with situations that test the strength of our beliefs. We are living in a society whose morals and values  are very different from our own. yet, we have to withstand the cultural differences and allow ourselves the best of both worlds.



                                  My very existence has been a compromise  between  the attitudes and qualities of two very different cultures. I have often felt pressures that normal growing people should not have to  experence.   In  additions  to  the fact that I look and think differently. I also eat differently. Being vegetarian and control. My parents were never forceful of my vegetarianism, they always  encouraged me to do what I wanted to. They made it very clear that they would still love me if I felt I had to change my ways.



      In a realigion class that I took in my college. I learned that " Lay Jains are  expected to  adhere to  five lesser vows,including non�injury,truth and honesty in business affairs refraining from wrong sexual conduct, stealing, renunciation of attachment to material wealth."2 When I read this, I was some what puzzled, because I felt that thease virtues should be no means be restricted to Jains. I fell that I do adhere to these vows, but I never attributed it to my Jain relision. I simply  credited my parents for installing  thease  morals  in me. I realized that being vegetarian and following other principles of Jainism is a part of me and it would difficult to seperate myself from my relision because that is the very essence of who I am.  



      People are worried because they feel that younger genera�tions is letting Jainism die in the west. I strongly disagree. We may not be educated on the rituals history of Jainism, but I think that we have something that is far more important within us,and that is ethic of Jainism.   



      The history and rituals of can be learned both by books and through other people. We can easily research anything we wany to know about our relision and the traditions. But,values that our parents have raised us with can not be studied or taught as easily.



      

      Many people complainabout the amount of socializing that the youth do at Jain Center meetings. But , this should not be looked down upon. Growing up in the united states, where every�thing and everyone lives so far away, it is difficult to find people to identify with. If anything,the time spend making friends at Jain gatherings will give the youth of today a founda�tion of peers to keep in touch with through the years. It is difficult enough to grow up differenyly than anyone else, but it is a lot easier to resist peer pressure if it is known that there are others out there who are feeling similar things.





      It is much too idealistic to preserve Jainism in its purest from amongst the Western calture. Even in India , everything is  getting modernized today. But , just knowing that the youth have a firm  set  of  beliefs  and a strong group of friends, is enough for me to  belive in  a  vibrant  future for Jainism in the West.

       Begin Jain has part of us, and it will become part of our children. Jainism , the relision and its rituals still has to be learned and understand.But ,more importantly , the philosophy and ethic of Jainism is here to stay and will be passed on for years to come. Mahatma Gandhi belived "God was truth, justice and thuth

and love"3 jainism belies that we can all become god�like if we 

lead a virtuous life . Even without much knowledge , we have lot 

of fairh. with that faith alone , we can stoll attain Nirnana.

And that is eternal beuty of Jain philosophy. 
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                 FUTURE OF JAINISM IN THE WEST



By - Kartik Shah (Mountainview CA) Group II College age  

Jaina Convention - Pittsburg 1993.



                    Namo arahamtnam

                    namo siddhanam

                    namo arariyanam

                    namo uvajjhayanam

                    namo loe savva�sahunam

                    eso pamca namokkaro

                    savva�pavappanasano

                    mamgalanam ca savvesim

                    padhamam havai mamgalam1





      This is a popular mantra in the Jain religion , especially among Jain youths. Unfortunately, we as youths do not know much more then some Jain mantras and a little of its philosophy. Since we are the ones who will carry on the knowledge and the represen�tation of Jainism, it is essential that we learn about our reli�gion as much as possible.I belive that Jainism will not be well represented in the future if we do not get a complete all around knowledge of this great religion."The most important teaching of the Jain religion is nonviolence."2 "For Jains , Ahimsa and aprighara are essential prerequisites"3 in order to achive en�lightenment.While this is true , we must go deeper into Jainism and understand more.In order to achive the full understanding, we must learn Jain history, its contributions, as well as its phi�losophy.The reason I am writing this essay is because through out my peers  and parents. I want every youth to know that there is more to learn then just namokar mantra and the five vows. I know there is a lot to learn but I know there are a lot of youths like me wanting to learn. 

         

     How can we learn more ? What is it that we as youths and our jain society can do ? Itn't as easy as going to the library and finding many books about jainism. Nor is it common to find many jain books in a typical Jain house. Many books are written in Gujarati and Hindi  which for many youths , it's almost  impossi�ble  to understand, let alone read . Even  when  we have the books ,it is hard to find the time with our hectic schedule, especially  for youths. Even though many may disagree, it is harder for youths to find time then adults. Studying and homework can take up a lot of time after school, leaving very little before the days end. But are these excuses ? Well,of course they are. Some no doubt are very good. A person who is really comitted to learn can overcome any obstacle. He or She should go to any lengths to learn everything in as little time as possible.

    

      What I have just described above are two opposite extremes. Not all of us have the undying desire to learn everything but on the other hand , we should not make too excuses.

       Now that  we  have  confronted  the  problem, we must try to  find a reasonable , yet  a  realistic  solution. This solu�tion calls for individual dedication as well as team work. The first half of my solution comes from a person I really admire.He comes to the U.S. almost every year from India to visit his daughter in New Jersey. One of our respected peers knew this man for many years and invited him to come to California. From then on , youths were coming to listen to his lectures about jainism. His name is Kiranbhai. He is well known lectures of Jainism. in Bombay, India. He said a lot of fascinating things, but what struck me most was he said "Learn some thing  about Jainism . Any thing new.It can be any little thing and do this every day."4 This really impressed me . Even if I read a line in a book about Jainism and learn something new , I would be satisfying his re�quest. It can take a minute or two a day and it can be accom�plished any time in the day. I belive this is a very realistic and yet a powerful solution.



     Everyday my father wakes up early in the morning. As he gets ready to go work , he always prays for fifteen to twenty minutes. He recites many mantras that I've never heard of . for a long time I wished he thought me all that he knew. this leads the second half of my solution.The solution requires a group effort in order to  maintain the jain knowledge for the future. I be�lieve that everyone should share their knowledge of Jainism with every one else. It benefits everyone when knowledge is shared .Statistics show that we learn more in groups then if we work alone. Today in the real world , communication and the ability to work together is crucial. We can learn much more then just the religion by working together. To make group discussion more convenient, it can even be held during Jain programs.



       Learning and sharing about our Jain religion should be an important part of our lives. Everyone should participate , espe�cially youths. I can not emphasize enough. We are ones in the western environment who will represent our faith in the next century and beyond. Let's start now. Let's start learning more about Jainism.  





                              NOTES 



        1. Padmanabh S. Jaini , The Jaina Path Of Purification.   ( Berkeley : University of California  press , 1978 ). p.162



        2. Navin  S.  Dedhia, " Jainism : Some  Questions  And Answers". Jain Study Circular,July 1, 1987.



        3. kerry Brown," Jains  to  be  eighth  faith  in  new alliance", The New Road, Jul�Sept 1990.



        4. Kirin Shah , Lectures of Jainism , Aug 1992.
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The Future of Jainism in the West



By - Amar Salgia (Colombus OH) Group II College age  

Jaina Convention - Pittsburg 1993.







       People of Indian descent Living in the West generally have  much respect for  others  and little themselves, Jains included. We passively allow others to pass judgement upon us while our own opinions are disregarded. Such  submission has resulted in the persistence of three problems (1)  the  poor  or inaccurate representation of Jainism in books, encyclopedias, and college curricula,(2) the classifying of Jainism as an offshoot or "sect" of Hinduism, and (3) the youths ' acceptance of all of the above. If Jains themselves do not become more active as individuals, thease problems will get worce.



      When a Jain , particularly a youth, is asked the questions, "What is your religion?", the question that follow are usually, "What is that?", "What do you belive in?", "What God do you worship?","Are you like Hindus?" , and " I've heard  that Hindus pray to cows. Do you?" Now , one may choose to be or act ignorant to avoid being singled out as different, or one may educate one�self and live Jain ideals to know what one is talking about when replaying, " I am a Jain. What is your religion?" Why feign ignorance , be apologetic or defencive? Jainism's doctrines of nonviolence, relativity, self�liberation , and compassion for all life need no defense; all people can and should follow them. (on the other hand,those who are cruel or enjoin in the wickedness of others need a defense for their actions.) Yet , the inert path of ignorance and apology is taken most often, expressed in replies like, "Yes,its kind of like Hinduism,but I don't care for it that much." So belitting oneself will not win acceptance or affection.



   How often have I looked up Jainism in an encyclopedia to read that it is "a heterodox 'sect' of Hinduism founded by Mahavira as a protest against Vedic sacrifices,"having fantic monks who go to ridiculous extremes to avoid injuring microorganisms and insects.This labeling of Jainism is in part due to the modern Hinduism which teaches that all Indian religions have their origin in the  ancient religious hymns known as the Vedas. But more significantly, Estern thought has for over a century taken a beating from biased 'scholars' who seek to confirm their own Eurocentric dogmas , and a lack of action on the part of the offended has allowed it to happen. If Jains read or here often enough the falsehoods and distortions of Jainism, ones which we all know so well , they will eventually believe that theirs is an 'atheistic,''fatalastic,'post Vedic , difficult, debilitating way of life which has no revelence in modern times. (Deja vu,anyone?) Ending this takes much more than a single person with an atti�tude.Many individuals with attitudes must make themselves more competent than the sources of the misinformations in order to have a firm dialogue with them; and every step of the way , let it be done with respect and friendliness. As an example , earliar this year , here at the university of Illinois, a friend of mine told me that in his history class entitled  History of India the professor was starting a section on Jainism. I attended the next lecture expecting to find several fallacies or slanted observa�tions , and in an hour there were about seven big ones. Immedi�ately thereafter I spoke with the professor in his office ,ready for resistance to correction. The professor, however, was more sincere and friendly than expected, as I soon became; he even took notes on my lecture to him! We had long discussion which has given rise to a nice friendship.He was given some books on Jain�ism which shall be used in the future to teach the class. Here, sincerity and understanding the subject matter work to get some�thing done through dialogue.



Showing other westerners , particularly those of indian descent, the fact about jainism and its history is the first step to its gaing any respect in this self�righteous part of the world. This will not happen with words alone. Being a 'jain,'dying a 'jain ' and blind faith in jainism are not the point of life. Rather , it is striving for self�liberation , but preceded by virtuous living and caring for society . Insted of donating money to cause which seem to fit Jiinism's ideals, like animal rights, why not do something ourselves � as in setting up animal shelters, as done in India? Instead of donating to the United Way, why not volun�teer at (or even create) a soup kitchen, or perform other vital services? First, we would know that the effort is not going in vain, and second, we would be doing the house�holder's duty to the community.

  

         Put simply, refusing to live in ignorance, stopping the spread of ignorance, and living out those ideals set forth by the Tirathankars is the road to self�respect and ultimately being productive and caring members of society. This is not time for apathy and depression, but the for individuals to strengthen themselves with Dharma and conviction.
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FUTURE OF JAINISM IN THE WEST

�����������������������������

By - Nirav Vora (Seven Hills OH) Group II College age  

Jaina Convention - Pittsburg 1993.



     Jainism is an eternal relision.Jainism is the most ancient religion from point of view of the truthful knowledgeof the universe  that human race holds , and the religion that still exists today. To determine the future of certain religion one must comprehend its past.One must know , what dies Jainism con�sists of in its principles , philosophy, and practices? What makes Jainism appeal to the consciences of the people, and its followers? What types of followers ,the Jainism has attracted? Who discovered Jainism? Who was its initiator or founder? We must know the life history and character of its founder, or in our case at least the twenty�forth Teerthankara Lord Mahavira. Under what environment or circumstances, the religion was formulated? Does the religion hold antiquity? In the case of Jainism, anquity to the religion is provided by the twenty�three Teerthankaras who exised sequentially, prior to the last Teerthankara Lord Mahavira of our era (Ref.1). Each of these Teerthankaran discovered Jain�ism independently by one's own initiative, self�effort, and self�help.



      The religion must appeal to the decency, morality,and goodness in the heart of the people The religion must prescribe accurately the way to live the righteous human life. The religion should lay out codes of conduct to help human beings live trouble free life externally with other people , and also internally within one's own self. The religion should try to answer ration�ally, and convincingly the question arising in the curious mind of human beings such as, Who am I? Where Icome from? What is the purpose of my being here in life? What is my destiny beyond this life? Is there some thing within me that is beyond my sense perceptions, and which is true self? This natural inquisitiveness of human soul is best answered in a most convincing manner by the Jainism than any other religion. Though, the Jainism is not amongst four major religions of the world namely, Christianity, Muslim, Jainism ,Buddhism,there are lot of similarities between Buddhism, and Jainism. Jainism as propounded by Lord Mahavira,and Buddhism as propounded by Lord Buddha are both derived from the teaching of Lord Parswanatha, the twenty third Teerthankara of Jainism(Ref.2). The spread of Buddhism is attributed to the efforts of an Indian king Ashoka, and also the dedicated people that took up the task of spreading Buddhism under his royal patronage and sponsorship. We Jains very well know that Jainism comes out in flying colors in all the above queries.  



      The future of Jainism is certainly very promising ,and bright provided,the present followers of Jainism, most of whom, have come to this continent from India , stand up to the chal�lenge of offering the message of Lord Mahavira, and Jainism to America. When the efforts of Jain are successful in America,and message of Jainism is picked up here, undoubtedly it will not be difficult for the rest of the world to follow the leadership of Jains in USA. 

       The course of action that we need to take prompting,and progessing Jainism in the west need to be discussed on a national forum of Jian communities in America. amongst the issued to be discussed are, level of the knowledge and comprehension of Jain�ism amongst us, presence of Jain monks and nuns in America for appropriate demonstrations,suppert of political and influntial people, the strength of the national level organization and local chapters, and development of dedication amongst Jain Americans.  

                                                              

     One important concern Jains will have to address is that we can no longer afford to keep Jainism confined to the Jains born in Jain families only. The profound knowledge of Jainism has to be offered to Americans for them to consider, and possibly adopt Jainism as their faith. Jains will have to be ready to welcome and embrace those westerners who become Jains. Mental barriers will have to be broken, and hearts will have to be made a lot broader. Any person identifying as Jain, must be made a part of Jain Sangh. Sangh means an international order of fraternity of Jains. A Jain of any sect in any place in the world of any race or nationality or color is automatically a member of Jain commu�nity or Sangh.



    Along with offering Jainism to western world we should also consider offering it to our fellow ethnic communities of Non�jains which came India along with us. Why it is easy for a Jain to go to a religious of a Non�jain, take prasad, eat dinner, and come back? While, a Non�jain hesitates to attend a Jain function. Jains will have to be more open, receptive, mixing, non�discriminatory with Non�jains. Fee or membership concept if Jain society often times creates an exclusive club environment, and become restrictive to Non�Jains.



   Only a few of us who came from India may have with them a deep, detailed, and comprehensive knowledge of Jainism. We need the religious of true knowledge of Jainism for children, and adults alike. The source of education is Guru or teacher, and Swadhyaya that is self study. To gain this education we need teachers and scholars from India.



We should also develop a pool of Jain scholars right here in America, the scholars who have achieved religious competence by self studies. These scholars should be encouraged, supported, and promoted to travel to American cities educating the Jains. We should also help Jain scholars in India to migrate to America or any other part of the western world. Jains studies in American universities should also promoted.



   The people who demonstrate practices of religion by their own example of super control, and morality can command more trust than others. Jain monks and nuns from India should be encouraged, invited, and helped to settle in America. To help them live properly we need to build as many temples as possible throughout America with at least one temple in each major city of America with residential, and boarding conveniences. A Jain follower usually expects a monk to be exemplarily strict, and rigorous in living a spiritual life. To propagate the divine message of Jainism, Jains will have to modify their rigorous practices of the past, and adopt more tolerant, flexible, and practical ap�proach. Such tolerance will also have to be shown towards modern Jain monks seeking recognitions, and establishments for them�selves. Despite the fault of such desires of a monk, such monks have been found extremely knowledgeable, versatile, and capable of spellbinding the audiences with their super mental abilities. Jains will have to make arrangements for such sadhus(monks) to come and settle in America.



    For Jainism to expand in America, writing and publishing is a vital activity, however, it can achieve only so much. The message of Jainism has to be carried face to face, in person to the people of America. In this area Jain community is trailing behind a few other sister groups of faith from India. The notion of expansion of Jain religion must be accepted by Jains. The means of expansion must be right, appropriate, and virtuous. The door of Jainism must be opened to the outside world. The Jain conven�tions, shows, festivals and celebrations may be held more often than it is done now with certain amount of glamour, ad pomp for attraction. Jain annual religious celebration of international level be held at big cities like Chicago, New York or Los Angeles where thousands of Jains can come from all over the world partic�ipate. The food must be served free during such religious occa�sions. Of course, the politicians, dignitaries, media, and other elite class of Americans must be invited to prticipate. Jains have their own national level organization called JAINA. JAINA conducts biennial conventions on a fairly sizable level.



    The  foremost  practice  of  Jainism  is  non�violence, and vegetarianism. Mahatma Gandhi of India who became the champion of non�violence in the world, was a son of a Jain mother, and a pupil of a Jain guru called Srimad Rajchandraji(Ref 3). Martin Luther King of America was called the Gandhi of America and became one of the hero of USA. Today there is growing movement in america to be vegetarian. India too, at one time was dominated by non�vegetarianism. Today it is dominated by vegetarianism which has been a definite influence of Lord Mahavira, and sraman reli�gion Jainism. Once principles of non�violence, and vegetarianism are  accepted, a  light  will  dawn  on  a person  to  seek  the truth  of our  universe , the  truth  that only Jainism can offer.



    The prospect of acceptability of Jainism in America is very high. America is a liberal, multi�racial, multi�cultural, culti�religion, open society. Many Americans just are open minded, anxious to learn, and if found appealing are ready to adopt a new faith. The west has come to accept Godless religions, which are mainly Jainism and Buddhism, as the religions of equal rights. The prospect of Jainism flourishing in America is rosy, and Jainism has a great future in the west. The Jain Americans many of whom are also Indian American will have to make it happen. It will happen by Indian Jain Americans working together with whi�ties, blacks, and others.

      We Jains who came from India, and brought with us our Jain religion, need to expose our most valuable inheritance of Jainism to America. If we are successful in America it will not be diffi�cult for rest of the world to see the eternal truth of universe that Jainism represents.
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