KUBERDATT AND KUBERDATTA


The Mathura was a cosmopolitan city. There lived a courtier, named Kubersena. She was young and pretty and was very popular on account of her beauty and grace.  She used to entertain the people.


One day she felt dizzy and could not carry on her performance.  Her mother called a physician.  After examining, a physician said that she was pregnant and she was carrying twins.  As soon as the physician left, her mother said, “Daughter, you are young, these twins shall ruin your charm and our livelihood.  You should therefore terminate your pregnancy.”


But Kubersena out of love for her children didn’t agree to terminate the pregnancy and instead she was happy.  She decided to carry out pregnancy regardless what may happen to her.  After sometime, Kubersena gave birth to twins; a son and a daughter.


Once again, her mother said, “If you spend too much time after them, then you would loose your clients and as time passes by you would lose your charm and that would affect our occupation.  Therefore, you should abandon them.”


Kubersena said, “I love my children.  Let me keep them for a few days and then I will give them up.”  She named son, Kuberdatt and daughter, Kuberdatta and prepared two charms with their names engraved outside.  After ten days, she placed them in wooden baskets and set them afloat in the river.


In the city of Suryapur, as usual in the morning, two wealthy merchants came to bath in the river.  While swimming, they noticed two baskets floating in the river.  They were curious.  They pulled them out.  They opened up the baskets and were surprised to find young baby in each basket.  They were happy to find them since they didn’t have any child.  Both of them took out the children from the baskets and a boy and a girl were taken up by them who craved for a son and a daughter respectively.


They entrusted them to their wives and they kept the same names as were on the charms.  They were brought up in all the comforts and as family friends.  As they grew up together, they developed love for each other and their parents noticed that too.  So when they grew up to be of marriage age they got them married to each other.


One day, while both were playing the game of dice accidentally Kuberdatta’s charm fall and opened up.  A little piece of paper fell off from it.  It had writing saying who was her mother and she had a brother. Kuberdatt said he also has a charm and let us open that too.


They were stunned to know that they were brother and sister.  Both of them were deeply pained that they had sexual pleasure with each others.  They decided that this relationship can’t go on any longer and she expressed that she has made up her mind to renounce the worldly life and become a nun.  They approached their parents and told them everything.  Both parents felt bad that they did not check the charms or this could have been avoided.  Their parents told them the whole story about how they found them and they never even thought that they might be a brother and sister.


Kuberdatt expressed his desire to leave the town while Kuberdatta expressed that she want to be  nun.  The parents understood their feelings and gave their permission to what they want to do.


Kuberdatt left the town with some money.  He tried his luck in a new land and he earned a fortune.


One day he decided to go back home.  While returning, he stopped at Mathura.  He wanted to pass some time and asked people about a good place.  He was directed to Kubersena’s place.


He came to her place.  She was dancing.  He was impressed by her charm and her body movements.  Their eyes met.  He felt in love with her.  He stayed behind while others left.  He met her.  Kubersena also got attracted towards him. Both felt in love with each other.  Since, he was rich, she decided to stop her occupation and lived happily with him.


Both of them were engrossed in sensual pleasures and days were passing by.  She got pregnant and later on had a baby boy.


Kuberdatta (his earlier wife) on the other hand having realized triviality of mundane happiness renounced the worldly affairs and had become a nun.  She practiced severe penance and self-restraint and acquired Avadhignan (limited knowledge).


With this knowledge she saw the city of Mathura, her mother Kubersena and Kuberdatt and their son.  She was much shocked and pained to learn that her mother had a child by her own son.  In order to enlighten them she arrived in Mathura along with many nuns.


She went to the place of Kubersena.  Kubersena was puzzled to see nun at her door, where nothing but sensual pleasures only take place.  Though she did not her in particular, she knew how great the nuns were and what kind of life they lived.  She settled down and with folded hands and said, “Oh great lady, come in, and kindly accept something from me and oblige.”


Kuberdatta came in.  While Kubersena went to get something in other room, the child in the cradle started crying.  Kuberdatta, the nun, went to the cradle and started swinging the cradle.  The child got pacified.  She started singing to him.  “Don’t weep my brother, my son, my husband’s brother, my nephew, my uncle, my grand son, don’t weep...”


On hearing these words Kuberdatt came out from the neighboring room.  He didn’t recognize her and said, “It doesn’t befit you to speak in this manner.”  Then the nun Kuberdatta said, “Gentleman, I am telling the truth, I have taken a vow not to tell lie.”


Kuberdatt said, “How are these relationships possible with son of mine ?”


Kuberdatta, the nun said, “Yes, they are possible and that is why I am singing this song.  Let me explain you how:  (1) This boy and I have common mother so he is my brother;  (2) He is the son of my husband so he is my son;  (3) He is the younger brother of my husband so he is my brother-in-law;  (4) He is my brother’s son so he is my nephew...”


Kuberdatt suddenly realized who she was and once again he was deeply aggrieved by his new relationship. He got aversion for the worldly life.  Kubersena, standing at a distance, overheard everything and so she also deeply regretted.


As a consequence he became a Muni and accepted five great vows.  Kubersena accepted twelve vows of a Shravika from Kuberdatta.  Kuberdatta, the nun, having enlightened them left for other places, to spread the spiritual welfare to others.





MORAL LESSON:


Moral of the story is that if we have to bear the results of our Karmas then the situation would arise.  But once realizing what is right and what is wrong one shouldn’t carry out what is wrong.  Another thing, under the effects of sensual pleasures, one forgets the ability to discriminate.  So one shouldn’t be over powered by sensual and worldly attractions.  As a nun, Kuberdatta, carried out her duty to awaken the souls even though situation was very delicate.  So we also should build the courage and face the situations and take the right stand. It is never too late to start following the religious path.


