MADHUBINDU - THE WORLDLY SOUL’S LUST FOR LIFE


Once there was a traveler named Madhubindu who was passing by a town of strangers.  He realized that no one would give him directions to his destination, and many people wouldn’t even open the door for him.  As he was passing, four thugs came out of the bushes and Madhubindu ran for the forests, losing the robbers easily.


In the forest, an elephant noticed him and started to chase Madhubindu.  He was exhausted and could not run any more.  So he jumped down into a well that was nearby to avoid being crushed by the powerful elephant.


As he jumped into the well, he grabbed a branch of a huge tree that protruded into the well.  The racing elephant couldn’t reach Madhubindu with his trunk, but Madhubindu faced another predicament.  Below him, in the well, were an alligator and four snakes.  Then he looked up, where he saw two rats (one  black, one white) chewing the branch he was hanging from but at the same time few honey drops from beehive fall in his mouth.


The elephant continued to shake the branch violently.  Because of this shaking  a few bees stung the poor traveler.  As Madhubindu licked the honey, he would forget his problems, the snake and alligator, the elephant, and the rats and the bees.


At that time, an angel couple were flying by.  The female angel felt sorry for him and asked her husband to help this man to get out of the troubles.  When angel offered him help, Madhubindu asked the couple to wait for a second until he tasted the next drop of honey, so they waited.  Then angel asked him again, he said wait for a few seconds and this went on.  The couple got tired of waiting and left.  A few minutes later, Madhubindu fell to his inevitable death.





This story is symbolic for the plight of any living being.





Madhubindu represents a worldly soul.


The elephant is death, something everyone must face.


The well and the four snakes and alligator represent life with the four passions of anger, pride, greed, and re-birth respectively.


The branch cut by the two rats represents the life-span of a living being, which is continuously being reduced by the bright and dark fortnights of the lunar month.


The bees represent daily problems.


The honey stands for momentary sensual pleasures.


The couple who offered to rescue Madhubindu represents religion, the entity that helps us achieve real happiness and peace. It would be needless to say if he had listened to the angel and taken their shelter, the fate would have been different.


