MAMMAN SHETH - A SHRAVAK WHO SPOILED HIS DEATH


One day, Lord Mahavir sent Gautamswami to preach to a faithful follower.  After preaching to this man (named Mamman Sheth who was on his deathbed), Gautamswami felt as if Mamman Sheth was a very great soul.  On his way back from the village, Gautamswami came to know about the death of that same Shravak.


Upon reaching Lord Mahavir, Gautamswami inquired as to where that person had gone after death, and Lord Mahavir replied, “He has been born as a Beindriya Jiva (life with only two senses, touch and taste) in the forehead of his own wife.”


An astonished Gautamswami asked the reason for this, upon where Lord Mahavir explained that although Mamman Sheth had good thoughts while Gautamswami was preaching, after the departure of Gautamswami, his wife started to lament and weep loudly.  She dashed her head against the wall and it began to bleed.   Since Mamman Sheth was near death, he thought of her future unhappiness and her tear-stained face.  His attachment to his wife was so strong at the time of death that his death was spoiled and he was reborn as a Jiva in the wound on his wife’s forehead.


We, should, therefore, have no attachment to mundane things at the time of our death or if possible, during our life time.  We don’t get Samadhi Maran (peaceful death or death with right perception) by getting a boon from God, but by striving for it by deep understanding, study and practice.  We must clean our hearts of all sins at the time of death and ask for forgiveness, not create more attachments and evils.  Only then can we have Samadhi Maran.


