NANDISEN MUNI


One day, Nandisen Muni went for Gochari (alms).  He saw a  white mansion.  He entered and uttered ‘Dharma Labh’.  The mistress of the house said,  “We do not require Dharma (religion), but we require Artha (Money).  If you have that then only we welcome you.”


The Muni felt insulted, he wanted to show that he can shower money too.  He just whispered something and golden coins dropped from the roof in a moment.


The harlot felt that he is worthy person and should try to keep him here. She said, “Muni, you cannot return without accepting my gift.  Please be kind and wait”.  She came back dressed sensual and said, “I am all yours and let us enjoy the life.  If you spurn at me and leave me, I shall commit suicide and you will incur the sin of death of a woman.”


Hearing these words and her sensual appeal rose the subdued passions of the Muni.  He remembered Lord Mahavir’s words who before initiating him as a Muni, told him, “You still have some sensual pleasures to be enjoyed.”   But because of his insistence Lord Mahavir initiated him.  So Nandisen thought may be this was it.  Let me get over this.  He decide to live at the harlot’s place.


The Muni stayed at the harlot’s place and got involved into the sensual pleasures.  But he maintained such rule that he would eat only after he preached ten people to renounce the worldly life.  He enlightened ten people daily and then accepted his food.  This continued for twelve years.


One day nine persons were enlightened but he was having problem convincing the tenth person who was goldsmith.  Muni Nandisen was striving hard to enlighten him when the woman with whom he stayed arrived and said,  “Oh Lord, time for dinner passes away.  Please get up and accept food.”  He said, “Give me a little more time and see if I can convince him.”  She said, “This man does not seem capable of being enlightened.”


The Muni replied:  “Wait, because ten people must be enlightened before I can accept food.”  With a smile she retorted:  “Perhaps you can be the tenth person !”


This triggered the spark in his mind and he started thinking, “What am I doing here ?”  His delusion of life was over.  He said to her, “Thank you for this.  This is it.  I am leaving now.  Our relationship is over.”  Her smile and sarcastic sentence brought about a catastrophe for her.  She requested him frequently in vain to refrain from his resolve.  He took up the Muni’s attire and materials lying aside and he left.


The Muni approached Lord Mahavir once again and asked for repentance and to be initiated back as a Muni.  Nandisen was reinitiated as Muni.  He practiced self-restraint and acquired spiritual welfare.





MORAL LESSON:


When a person’s ego is hurt, he loses his mission and goal.  Sometimes people preach others but forget to practice.  However, a situation can arise which could bring a change in one’s life to practice self-restraint. It is never too late to repent for mistakes and practice self-control and acquire spiritual welfare.


