PETHAD SHAH - THE TRUE WORSHIP


Pethad Shah was the minister of the Mandavgadh ruler.  Though he was a busy minister, he never once missed the worship of his Lord.  Once, the king sent for him, but the minister was busy worshipping and hastily sent the messenger away.  The king understood and sent the messenger ten minutes later.  Not surprisingly, the messenger returned empty-handed again.  So the king went to inquire into the matter and found the minister deeply engrossed in worship.


The king then decided to test the religiousness of his minister.  He saw that the servant of the temple was giving flowers to the minister for adoration of the idol.  Then the king took the place of the servant and began to offer flowers.  But he did not give the flowers in the usual (proper) order.  That is when the minister looked up and saw the king instead of the servant.  The king was deeply impressed by the devotional concentration of his minister.  The king asked him to worship the idol and to also carry out the administrative matters of the kingdom.


Only by true worship and devotion can we hope to reach the end of the cycle of birth and death.  We should, indeed, strive to reach the pinnacle of human worship of the Gods, that is, pray with undying devotion.  Nothing should bother us while praying.  Only then can we attain happiness and ultimately Mokhsha.


