KING PRASANNACHANDRA


Once upon a time Lord Mahavir, the savior of all the three worlds, adorable to all, the last prophet made his holy arrival in the park outside the city of Rajgruhi.  He was accompanied by a large number of learned Munis and people who were engaged in meditations.  King Prasannachandra who had become a Muni, spent most of his time in meditation.  He fixed a place at the other end of the park for meditation. He kept both his arms upraised.  Formerly Munis used to resort to practice such sorts of severe meditation.


The superintendent of the park informed the king that the omniscient Lord Mahavir had arrived at the park outside the city.  So the king made preparations to visit the Lord’s holy sight along with his sons and the rest of the family.  King Shrenik with a long procession set out for the holy sight of the Lord.  The procession included many elephants, horses, cavalry.  Sumukh and Durmukh led the entire procession, they were named so, because of their conduct.


While passing near the park , they saw the sage Prasannachandra engaged in meditation.  Then Sumukh said, “Just look at this sage !  How deeply he is engaged in meditation.  It is very rare to be engaged in such sort of meditation.  Only few people are able to meditate in such manner.  So I offer my best compliments to him.”


Hearing these words Durmukh said, “Yes, yes, I know that sage well.  He is the king of Potanpur.  He entrusted his entire kingdom to his child, but he hardly knows the condition that has developed there.  His ministers are plotting to overthrow the young king.  His queens have run away from the harem and the child king is now under the ministers’ clutches.  They will shortly kill him.  I consider this father a sinner, and un-righteous because he disregarded the welfare of his own child.  I condemn such father thousand times.”  Talking like this, they passed by the park.


After a while king Shrenik came there and bowed down to the sage engaged in meditation.  Then he approached Lord Mahavir and listened to the Lord’s religious discourse.


Finding  an opportunity king Shrenik asked, “Oh Lord, on my way, I bowed down to the sage Prasannachandra who was engaged in meditation.  Supposing he died then, what state would he have acquired after death.”


The Lord replied, “He would have been hurled down to the seventh hell.”


The king was much astonished to hear this reply from the Lord.  He thought, “How would the sage attain hell when that sage was engaged in meditation.  Perhaps the Lord might have misunderstood me.”  He asked again, “Oh Lord, if the sage Prasannachandra leaves this body just now, then what state would he attain, after death ?”


The Lord replied, “He would be an angel in Sarvarth Siddhi heaven”.


The king was much surprised at this reply.  He thought, “The Lord said just before sometime that he would attain the seventh hell and now he says that the sage would be an angel.”  The king was very much perplexed.


Then suddenly the drums sounded in the sky and the cries of ‘victory’ were proclaimed.  The king asked the Lord, “What are these sounds about ?”  The Lord said, “Oh king, the sage Prasannachandra has acquired Kevalgnan (Omniscience).  So the angels beat the drums and proclaimed ‘Victory’.”


The king was extremely surprised to learn all these strange incidents.  So he requested the Lord to explain all those miraculous incidents.


Thereupon the Lord said, “Oh king, when you were proceeding this way, two soldiers leading your procession diverted the mind of the Muni Prasannachandra by their talk.  Then the Muni thought that his ministers turned out faithless and they would kill his son.  He was much inflamed with rage and he lost mental equanimity.  Mentally, he started fighting against his ministers.  He discharged missiles one after the other against his ministers very violently.  Soon his missiles were exhausted and his foes were destroyed except one.  So he thought of throwing his steel helmet against him and destroy him.  When he reflected thus, you bowed down to him, king !  I therefore, replied that he would attain to the seventh hell.


Thereafter, when the sage put his hand on his head for the steel helmet he found his head with hairs plucked and his anger was calmed down immediately.  He thought that he was initiated into the vow of mental equanimity and of non-violence to any living being mentally, verbally, and physically.  He deeply regretted and repented for the breach of his vow and indulgence in acute anger.  He further thought, that he ought to have maintained love with all creatures of the world and no malice for the ministers and attachment for his son.  He severely condemned his mental act.  He despised it and withdrew himself from such feat of anger and malice.


Oh king, when he thought this way, you asked me the next question and I replied that he would be born in the Sarvarth Siddhi heaven as an angel.  Even thereafter he continued the purification of his mental reflections and gradually he reached the stage of  destruction of Karmas.  When his ‘Ghati Karmas’ were totally annihilated, he attained Kevalgnan (Omniscience).”


On hearing this reply from the Lord, the king Shrenik’s doubts were resolved.


MORAL LESSON:


	(1)	Reflections of the soul are not uniform all the while. They change from time to time.


       (2)	Soul passes from good reflections to evil reflections and from evil reflections to good ones.


	(3)  Certain circumstances or causes operate for the change of reflections.  Good circumstances 	transform the reflections into good ones and evil circumstances transform them into evil ones.


	(4)	Despite all meditation and religious activities, an individual cannot uplift the soul unless he or 	she could control anger and detach from all worldly possessions.


