PUNYA SHRAVAK - EARN YOUR OWN BREAD


Punya Shravak and his wife were very poor villagers who used to live in a small shack made of mud and grass.  Punya used to earn twelve Dokadas (1/12 rupee) every day by spinning cotton yarn in the house and selling it.  He had a religious ritual of fasting one day and hosting a co-jain the next day.  Similarly, his wife observed a fast one day and offered hospitality to another fellow jain the next day.  In this way, the couple performed Sadharmik Bhakti every day.


Once, a certain angel came to test Punya’s hospitality in the form of a co-jain and found him true to his word.  So the angel left the place after turning the iron pan the couple used into a gold one.


The couple saw the gold pan; however, they threw it into the dustbin because they were not willing to keep anything that did not belong to them.  They refused to keep anything that was not generated by honest labor.  They began to spin more in order to buy another iron pan.





MORAL LESSON:


This shows that we should earn our own bread by our own labor.  Wealth follows merit filled deeds; fame follows charity; learning follows effort; and intellect follows our actions (Karmas).  We can make our destiny.  We should not try to get more than our needs.  We should also not run after wealth and try to gather it by dishonest and foul means.  These acts will only lead to more sins.


