RAVAN


According to the Jain Ramayan written by Vimal Acharya 530 years after the Nirvana of Lord Mahavir, Ravan observed a three days’ fast in the hope of obtaining Bahurupi Vidya.  The full story is as follows:


He began to observe three days’ fast in the temple of Lord Shantinath for obtaining Bahurupi Vidya (to be able to change in various forms).  He had forgotten the entire world and was concentrating on the lore only.  Two days quickly passed and on the third night, the presiding deity of the Vidyas (knowledge) came to test Ravan’s concentration.  The angel exhibited Ravan’s wife Mandodadri by his magical powers in between Ravan and the idol.  A scene of bad men raping and having fun with his wife was also exhibited to Ravan.  But Ravan was so much engrossed in meditation that he was unaware of what was going on. Due to his deep meditation, he completed his task of obtaining Bahurupi Vidya.


Here, Vimal Acharya writes in the Ramayan, that if Ravan had practiced three days penance for the purpose of getting rid of his Karmas, he would have obtained Kevalgnan.  But he used his lore to trouble others for worldly things and consequently went to hell for his deeds.  We only need to change the aim of our life.  All our penance, Jap, worship, etc., should be done to get rid of Karmas only.





MORAL LESSON:


We should put our energy in the right direction.


