RUPO AND THE MUNI - THE TRUE PREACHER


Once upon a time, a Jain Muni came to a village to deliver lectures.  He was a good speaker and a wise scholar.  He was sitting on a special Muni’s platform, delivering his sermon.  Above him was a specially embroidered silk canopy.  The Muni was explaining the importance of non-possessiveness (Aparigraha).  In the audience was a man named Rupo.


After the speech, the Muni asked the listeners if they understood the meaning of what he said.  Everyone else said they understood what was explained to them but Rupo said he did not understand.


On the second day, the Muni once again orated on the same topic, and added many stories and examples to his  speech.  Once again, he asked the people if they understood, and with the exception of Rupo, everyone understood.


The Muni began to wonder what was wrong with Rupo, why he could not understand this simple principle.  Then during meditation, he realized what was wrong with Rupo, or rather, what was wrong with himself.


The following morning, the Muni came down from his platform and gave the speech without the silk canopy overhead.  After the speech, the Muni once again asked Rupo whether he understood, upon where Rupo said, “ Yes, Sir, now I understand.”


Sometime we may not realize but we may be unknowingly involved in the things which we do not intend to do.  So we should be very careful at all the time.


