DHANA SARTHVAH


There was a city named Kshita-Pratishthita in the Southern region of the island Jambudwip.  There lived a rich merchant named Dhana, eminent for liberality, serenity, patience etc.  Real value lies not in ornaments of gold and diamonds but in the virtues.


One day the merchant thought, “A merchant is popular only when he earns wealth. Therefore, I should still work hard in spite of all my possessions.  Let me go to the city of Vasantpur.”


He announced in town that if any one wants to join me then come along with me. Under this proclamation many people joined the merchant.  A religious preacher named Dharmaghosh possessing forbearance, self-restraint and patience approached the merchant Dhana.  Dhana got up from his seat respectfully to greet the preceptor. He asked about his welfare and asked if he could do anything for him.  The preacher said, “Gentleman, I also intend to join you for Vasantpur along with my disciples.”


The merchant said, “It would be our pleasure to have you together.  Please join us.  I will look after you for all your comforts.” Then the merchant ordered his servants to prepare the necessary food for the preacher and his disciples.


The preceptor said, “No food specially prepared for a monk is acceptable to us.  More over, water of the lakes and wells being full of life is not acceptable to us.  Fire weapons also are not acceptable to us.”


In the meanwhile a man offered merchant a big dish full of  ripe mangoes.  Merchant said to preceptor with joy, “Lord, kindly oblige me by accepting these ripe fruits.”


The preceptor said, “Fruits containing life are not acceptable to us.”  The merchant was highly astonished and said, “Your vows are difficult to be observed, still please join us.  You will be served with the food and water acceptable to you.”


Merchant Dhana left with his grand paraphernalia and the preceptor also accompanied him with his disciples.  Crossing fearful forest, streams and rivers, even and uneven grounds they arrived at a vast forest.  Monsoon set in and all the roads of passage were obstructed with mud and stones and floods.  Progress in journey became impossible so the merchant resolved to stay here in the forest.  They erected tents.  Someone has rightly declared that the people who act in accordance with place and time do not become miserable.


Preceptor Dharmaghosh took his resort in one of such tent and passed his time in spiritual studies, meditation and penance along with his disciples.


As this stay was sudden and unexpected and lasted longer than expected the most of the food were exhausted and they began to live upon fruits, bulbs, roots etc.  Realizing this situation Dhana began to worry for all.  He also remembered that Preceptor Dharmaghosh and his disciples who had joined him do not accept any food specially prepared for them too.  He had agreed to look after them during this journey; but he could not look after them as promised.  He regretted for his negligence and was reluctant to show his face to the preceptor.


In the morning, dressed in white and fine dresses, the merchant accompanied by his followers came to see the preceptor.  He found the preceptor as incarnation of forbearance nobility, straightforwardness and contentment.  Some monks were seated near him, some were engaged in meditation, some in observing silence, some in fasting till death, some in spiritual studies, while some engaged in sweeping the ground.  Dhana was deeply impressed with the spirit of atmosphere. He offered his homage to the preceptor and the other monks.  At last with his voice choked with tears he said to the preceptor, “Oh, Lord forgive me for my fault.  I have greatly disregarded you.  I have not served you properly.  I am ashamed and I deeply repent my faults”.


The preceptor replied, “Gentleman, you have guarded us on our way from the fierce animals, thieves and robbers.  Therefore, we believe that we are properly treated and honored.  Moreover, your people extend to us required food and other requirements.  I have no grievance in this matter. You need not regret for anything”.


The merchant said, “Great men always appreciate virtues.  Thus you only appreciate my virtues and do not condemn my mistakes.  Please show your grace to send some of the monks to accept food from us; so that I shall feel satisfied with such offer.”


The preceptor replied, “As the times would permit.” Then the merchant left for the shelter.  Two monks arrived to beg for food but no food which was acceptable to the monk was found. The merchant tried to find something here and there and found a pot of clarified butter.  He said, “Is this acceptable to you ?”


The monk replied, “It is acceptable.”  The merchant was overjoyed and highly gratified with the acceptance made by the monk.  He then bowed down to the monks and benedictions were bestowed upon him.  With influence of this charity made by the merchant enthusiastically, he secured right belief, the very seed of salvation.  At night after his walk the merchant went to the preceptor.  Having bowed down to the preceptor he sat near the feet of the preceptor with full devotion.


The preceptor with serene and sublime voice delivered his preaching, “Religion is the highest bliss, begetting heaven and salvation.  It is an excellent guide to cross over the dense worldly forest. Religion is the magnanimous abode of happiness, impregnable armor against the enemies and effective drug destroying stupidity.  With the help of religion, one becomes a king, a Baldev, a Vasudev, a Chakravarti, or an Indra or even a prophet worshipped by three worlds.  This means all the riches, powers and prowess are to be attributed to the religion.”


No sooner was Right-faith entertained by Merchant Dhana, his soul gradually realized progress, and he could acquire highest bliss for his soul,  That is why we have been appraising Right faith so much.





Moral lesson:


The real value is not in the gold and the diamonds but is in a person’s virtues. Great man always appreciate virtues and do not condemn other’s mistakes.  Religion is the highest bliss, begetting heaven and salvation. It is an excellent guide to cross over the dense worldly forest. With right faith, right knowledge, and right conduct one’s soul could acquire highest bliss.


